
A RICHMOND DISASTER*

Diiruiug of the Spotswood
Hotel.

A DREADFUL CHRISTMAS GREETING.

Seven Lives Lost and Many
Persons Missing.

Another Horror Shrouding the City of Bl¬
asters in tiluom.

INCIDENTS 0? THE FIRE.

SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE HERALD.
KltllMONl), Hoc. 25, 1870.

Not a jour ha* passed since. swiftly, suddenly
Hint without a shadow of premonition.this city was

plunged in to a depth of iztooni almost without
a parallel m Hit* urinal* of any city on tins Continent

tiy the lailiiiK la of the floor of Hie court of Appeala
in -the Capitol building. Since then flood has spread
denotation throughout the Stale tft add to the list of
Itorrora thai have marked the last decade in this
beautiful land, and now l have to chronicle a cala¬
mity which, coming at the time it does, makes us

leel thai It Is written by the fates, "City of the Seven
Hills, ihou art doomed.'1

Imh again ravished it and added to Die destruction
ul properly and loan of life. Desolation. destruction,
death, couie hand in hand with the ice King. Last
night.Christmas Eve, which never, even in the
dark days or oar civil strife, was auglit but a

time of merry-making and rejoicing throughout
the Old Dominion.found nearly every house
In the city the scene of festivity. Christ-
mas morning found the cypress where the holly
had been the night before. At haU*past two o'clock
A. M. a canopy of tire hung over the whole city. In
one short hour, certainly, Ave it not more souls
were, not hurled, but dragged slowly into eternity,
through the most horrlDle death-gates known to hu¬
manity. Only Danie, la his wildest flights of poetic
imagination, could have depicted one-hair the
ho.rorx of

THE Bl'BNINO OK TUB SPOT8WOOD IIOTK1..
Not since tbe burning of the old theatre has Rich¬

mond witnessed such a scene,
Built wlthont any brick partitions above the first

floor, tne Harm s having once gotten a headway, any
attempt to check them was worse than futite. In a

few minutes after the lire was discovered by the
watchman, who happened to pass the pantry where

a stove had been negligently allowed to burn, and
which, becoming red hot, communicated to tha
floor, it had crushed with lightning speed from
cellar to gairet, and by the tine the
Fire Department had become tnoroughiy or¬

ganized for work the whole interior of
the Immense structure was one sheet of
living flame.mad, wild, his lug flame.in Its
resistless, desolating sweep, liurliug athwart the
frosty sky masses of burning timber, like some vol¬
canic ueinon laboring to dlgorge liseU.now silent,
as il to gather new strength; now roaring, crack*
iing, thundering, as if striving to drown

THK SHKIEKS OF ITS VICTIMS,
the hoarse, confused cries of the liremen, the shrill
whistles of the engines and the agonizing hum of
the swayiug crowd of citizens below ready to do
and die In the cause of humanity, bat powerless.
Here is a mother barefooted on the frozen streets,

and just as the cry of tire had startled her from her
Blumbers raises thai most agonlzlug or cries,

"SAVE MY CHILOHBN!"
here a brother looking frantically for a sister, or
a wife pleading lor some tidings of her husband,
who when last seen was braving Are and smoke to
save some relation; there a man stupetled by hor¬
ror and fear; beside liim another, whose gallant
spirit knows not the meaning of the latter word,
ami who, having saved one friend, is preparing to
rush again into the jaws or death te rescue another.
Here is young

.SAM H1SE3,
who has just brought two friends rrom the fourt h
story out and rushes back for a third, who is seen at
the winnow of his room from the street below; but
now the stairway is In tiainus. Only one chance re¬

mains; it is tojump. He prepares for thefeariol leap.
Brave hearts will catch htm, if he crushes them.
Too late; the Are Bend has claimed Inm. A volume

01 black, stilling smoke envelops hltn; angry, lorked
flames leap like serpents' tong'ie iroin wKbout the
mass, and his gallant soul Is In eternity.

Creeping, writhing, hissing during tne lulls of the
winter's blast.rushing as it, springs fresh from its
lair.the demon finally seizes upon two large build¬
ings adjoining the hotel. Then the scene, ir possible,
tfecomes more fearful than before, mingling as it
does the falling of walls and t'ae crashing of tne
floors with tne oilier

HOHlOll OF THK SCENE.
At onetime it appeared as ir tie destruction of

the whole block was inevitable. The n.ght was the
severest of tills winter, tbe spray from the streams
falling in hail r.ponthe hall-dressed inmates of the
hotel, as they stood watching the means of egress
from the building, lo see if the next that rushed out
was a brother, sister, husband, wife, son or daughter,
.or to give a word ol encouragement to some one

poised between two horrible forms of death and
powerless, except to cry out above the din below,

"SAVE MK I AM ill? KMNO 1"
This heartrending appeal rang out from more

than fifty windows, and rang out only once, it is
not known ; ositlvely that there were more than live
actual victims of the flames, but the universal fear
is that this does not approximate ilie number.
One short hour and the lire ilend had done its worst.
Its progress l;ad been stayed, but iwo-tbirds ef the
block fronting Main street and running back
nearly the t>ame distance was a fiery charuel lake,
still smoiung and seething, but conquered.
When

THE FIKE FIRST UROKK OUT,
And the wild cry rang through the house, repeated
Xrom mouth to mouth with frantic and despairing
.nergy, your correspondent, whose room was in tne
left wing of the building, in the third story, woke up,
and, alter putting on name clothes, rushed into the
long passage, now filled with smoke. A terrible
went' met the eve through the smoky atmosphere.
The forms of hali^dresped males and females could
be seen running, they knew not whither, and shriek*
lug wlih despair. Proceeding further to the head of

a staircase all egress wa> Mocked up with an indis-
criminate mass or luggage and isiople trying to es¬
cape. Rushing then to the right wing or the build¬
ing anotner staircase was reached which brought
one to the second floor, and liere the long corridors
but /served as %ues to conduct the flame through the
building, continuing on, the ground floor is reached
at last, and then the cold. Icy air strikes the face.

A PITBODS 8CBNK.
Here l saw the wire or Captain MePhall in her

bare feet, with a blanket wrapped around her, while
her husband, half dressed, carried their Infant
child, whose piteous cries could be neard above the
din or the fulling timbers and crashing floors. Ilut
iicre was

AN ACT OK CHIVALRY
worthy of mention. A voung man named Towers
.sprang forward, pulled off Ills shoes and gave them
to the lady, aud, divesting himseir ol Ills overcoat,
wrapped the child in it and c irrted it a distance of
several squares to ihe house of a rrlend or McPhall's.
Again there was another cry,

"A MAN AT a MOTH STORY WINDOW !"
I looked up, and there was C. A. HchaiTter, the
state Superintendent of Public Printing, clinging
*o the nil of a fllih story window. His reet reach
the upp«r r»w or glass In the tonrth sti»ry window,
juid lie k*:ks out die paues. He places his reet on
the sash, moves his hands cautiously to the cap or
the window and then descends to the sill or that
window. In this way the gallant Mchaffter cauio

1mm story to story amid the plaudits of the crowd,
by whom he was seized and carried out or danger
when he reached the ground.

AMUNli THE VICTIMS
if Mrs. KeriislT, I he li«ut;cKcvpyr vf (lie livu}. ,u

?am vti sne urgeo by the proprietor, Mr. Lack, to

escape; bat she wanted her trunk. This she got, but
then she wanted to Have something else, au<J at lout
all the avenue* of escape were out off auU she was

swallowed up by the devouring element. Besides
tbiH lady and limes among the known victims are
Erasmus Hess, lamons an clerk of the Libby Prison

during the war, Samuel Robinsou, of New Orleans,
cigar vender, and H. A. Thomas, agent of the pano¬
rama of Buayan'a Pilgrims Progress; W. H. Pau, of
Dauvllle, Va., JJnltcil Sates mail agent, and J. B.
Farias, messenger of the Southern Express Com¬
pany. A numl>er of strangers 011 the register are

missinir, some of whom may have gone off on the
morning train.

TUB FOLLOWING NAMES,
however, appear on the register who are not believed
to have gone wff:.
Samuel Friedman and Henry Kroein, New York.
D. N. Cannergore, of Cincinnati; C- George aud

K. II. Andrews, of Syracuse, N. Y.; J. 11. Wilcox,
.f Lynchburg; N. Bcimsteiu, of Washington; A. Leil,
of Tampa, Fia.; H. G. Krotte, of New York, and
John II. Holm&n, Jr., of Jaokson, Tenn.
W. H. H. Stowell, Cengrewman elect from the

Fourth district, was registered nnd Is also missing.
The Spotswood Hotel was valued at $140,000, and

Insured in Northern companies, represented by I).
N. Walker, for $00,000. M ssrs, Brunch & Currant
were insured In the North British and Mercantile

i for Jft.uoo. Messrs. Sublett, Luck A Co., proprietors
i of the Spotswood, had their furniture Insured for

1 $20,000, and their wines and carpets for $7,000, In
the North British Company.
The Natlenal Insurance Company, of Baltimore,

loses $«,ooo, and the Continental, of New York,
$3,000. All the goods ready for delivery in the cel¬
lar of the Southern Kxpress Company were de¬
stroyed. The company's money sarfes are buried in
the ruins.
Among those whe had very narrew escapes were

M. Maiilefert, of New York, engineer of tho Jauies
river .bstructions; S. A. Pearce, of Columbia, 8. C.
private secretary to Senator Bprague, and Mrs. E.
Maglll, proprietress of the theatre. The lie
l^ave Troupe lost their baggage. The hotel regis,
ter was found to-night, and there are only six

strangers not accounted for. It is probable some of
the citizens have taken some *f them to their
houses. The name of the housekeeper burned was
Mrs. Emily Kennearly.
The business houses destroyed were Messrs.

Branch & Currant's crockery store, Adams' Express
Company's office, Lowes' machine store und other
smaller stores.
The sun that went down last night upon the happy

anticipations of all classes of citizens rose with a

glory seldom equalled but to tlam back from the
icicles that hung lrom

TUB BLEAK RUIN'S
all the grandeur of myriad rainbows luce death and
destruction decked in diamonds. It is Impossible to
gather anything like a full statement of the Inci¬
dents «f this last catastrophe, or to depict Its hor¬
rors to-day. It is as if another funeral pall had
been spiead over the entire community.

A MIRACLE PLAY.
Brilliant 8«ccf«« of " Tbe ('brim C IiiM'm

l.uni Night, at ibr Grand Opera

The "miracle play" form* one of the few bright
gleams or poetry thai lliiimin«d tin media-vat ages,
ami many modern poets aud e-siytsu (notably
Longfellow In "the <G41I<I<M1 l/frnil''| have at¬
tempted, not without siicct it> uriug houie to iih
the Strang ly quaint cbiin *«*t *uil <iiugs to It in
the memory of sclioUt* It lia«l, however, two
Crave and even couspicuoui laulta < oarscness aud
blasphemy. Willi these few words or introduc¬
tion we bring to the notice of our readers the
interesting entertainment at the Kratid Opera
House last evening, under tbe auspices of tbc .So¬
dality or St. Paul's Church. Although anuouueed
dimply as a Kinderfeste, or cnrlsl-cliild'a feast.it
revived all tbe more pleasing features of the old
miracle play, while It carefully avoided lis grosser
blemishes. There was the same curious mluglinir or
eamts'and school children and angels and Marv
aud Joseph, and U10 shepherds or Bethlehem; the
same splendid display of rich colored dresses; the
same toue of child-like belief in the absolute power
of mother Church, aud tht unquestionable
reality of her traditions and legends. No mere
charming or appropriate mode or worthily celebrat¬
ing a Christmas Sunday evening could have been
devised. The play opened with a table iu or school
children, the boys dressed in the uuitorm or tbe
Sodality aud the girls in plain white muslin, in tlie
centre were a boy with a rod cape fringed with gold,
and a iritljor larger growth (the queen or the feast)
with a wund 01 authority, while the side groups were
relieved by two maidens beating the ureeu flag or
Krin and our own dear many-starred banner. Alter
several glees, hymning the praises or this joyous
festival, had been rendered with a singularly
pleasing effect by the fresh voices of the children,
the goad Santa Klaus himself appeared upon the
scone, vested In his snow-spangled robe and lur cap.
nnd bearing iu one hand a bundle of switches and
in t lie other a bag of goodies to reward the evil and
the good children according to their needs of the
past year. The next part exhibited the tpisodc of
the shepherds and the announcement of the birth ot
the Messiah by the heavenly messengers, with a
view in the background or the stable.not a grotto,
but a realistic stable with a lealtstic manger.Iu
which the Saviour or mankind first "took upon
Him our flesh.1' The closing tableau con¬
sisted or scenes around the Christmas tree, three of
which were stripped to llll the m arts or the youth-
nil players with harmless pleasure. The play con¬
cluded" by speeches 01 thanks 10 the givers of the
entertainment and a chorus of praise t« Him whose
baud is ever opened 10 minister to tlie wants or His
creatures.
The entertainment could scarcely have been better

managed, ll the want or punctuality iu beginning at
the advertised time be excepted, and reflected the
greatest credit on all concerned in Its production.
The singing was excellent, the orchestra well
trained, the dresses aud appointments splendid and
yet tasterul. Indeed, the whole affair was so bril¬
liant a success that there eau be little doubt that
every Christinas hencerorth a Christ-child's feast
will be one or the most charming features or tno
New York celebration of the festival.

PICKING POCKETS IN CHURCH.
In the bright, crisp morning air of yesterday Maria

Scbeppler, ot 183 Hast notistou street, sallied away
to the German Catholic church In Third street to at¬
tend the Christmas mass. The church was crowded.
In the pew where Maria knelt knelt also Augustus
Crawford, who seemed to be full of the spirit of
the occasion, saying his orisons with apparently the
most pious, devotion. When the holy service
was about over and the congregation began to
leave tlie church Mrs. Scheppier observed Augustus
putting IiIh hand into her dress pocket and drawing
out her wallet. Disliking to make any alarm in
church she waited till the tine: got outside, when
she accused lum of robbing h«r. The fellow Imme¬
diately darted off, but was pursued ana brought 10
bay by a police olllcor before he had run many
blocks. Yesterday Crawfori was taken berore Jus¬
tice Scott at the Essex Market i'oltce Court and
held to answer.

A GERMAN VICTORY IN H08GKEN.
The district of noboken known ax Shlppenville

was alarmed at one o'clock yesterday moraine with
the yells of two belligerent Individuals, named John
Anderson and Heury Mtltop. The men had a dis¬
pute about the Franco-Prussian war, which, how¬
ever, was confined to words, till John offered io
bet t wenty dollars that not more than one-fourth
the present Uerman army In Fiance would ever re-
cross the Khmc. Hereupon a desperate encounter
took place, the result or which was that John's
physiognomy was battered out of its tornier shape,
though tie showed pluck to the last. The fight was
ended by the intervention of a crowd of persons,
who had agreed to remain neutral so long as tJ re¬
arms or weapons were not employed.

A CHILD ill FLAMES.
A melancholy accident occurred yesterday after¬

noon about two o'clock in Jersey City. A little girl
named Julia Barrett, seven years of age, was with
her mother visiting some friends at No. 110 Morgan
street. At a moment when no person was near the
child her clothes caught lire from the stove and she
ran out or the door enveloped in Haines. One of the
inmates ortiie house «arae to the rescue, but in the
eagerne** to grasp tne child tne latter tumbled town

a night or stairs. Finally, when the flames were ex¬

tinguished, the poor child was so fearruliy roasted
thai her condition Is Hopeless. She was taken to
her residence. No. 19 Prospect street.

RUM AND STEEL 1H BROOKLYN.
Shortly after live o'clock last evening fwo young

men.Joseph shandley and Thomas McGlysn both
ol whom were under the influence of liquor, quar¬
relled while standing on the corner of Hudson avt

nue and Plymouth street. The wrangle ended in a

sanguinary manner by Shaodley drawing a knife
and stabbing Ills antagonist in the back, just be¬
neath the left snoulder blade. He then loak to his
heels, .subsequently ofllcer McCarthy, of the Hecond
precinct police, discovered the whereabouts of the
rugitlve ami took him to the station house In York
street, where he is held ror e.vawjnalltm. The
WUUUd IM OOt CVU&dcrcd fatal* ,

UmnCATIOH OF AMEBIC!

The Proposed Annexation of Canada to the
Initwl States.

Correspondence Between the Canadian Patriot
Papinean and the Canadian Union

Club, of New York.

The subjoined klt^iny important ami Interesting
correspondence between tue Canadian Union Club,
of nils city, and the celebrated agitator and pub-

I llclst, Louis Joseph Papinean, is another Indication
I of the two that w gradually but surely Hettiug in

(
toward the fulfilment ol ardent anticipations enter-
tained upon 1m»i h Hides of the border ttiat separates
us from the British possessions In North Ainerlc.'.

j It is full of matter tor reflection, and la peculiarly
j worthy of note at u moment when the condition of I

political a it airs In the Old World seems to bo pre- j
paring the *ay lor many great ehaugoH in the
New.

HKKTC11 OK PA I' INEAP.
Louw Joseph I'aplneau, now In Ins eighty-si xth

j year, entered Parliament at the age or twenty-two,
and was Speaker of the House ol Assembly 01 Lower
Canada trom 18u to 1837, when the insurrection
broke out. a price was set upon his head, when lie

j took refuge In the l ulled States, lie returned to

! Canada In 1847 and towk a prominent place in Cana-
dlan politics. His love for constitutional liberty
aud his hatred or English rule arc its strong to-day
as ever. Although retired from public lire his luilu-
enceon public opinion Is sun powerful with the |
radical party.
LETTISH OY PII01ESS0U U. HATC0KLOK TO L J.

i'APINKAt'.

or"rwo^r\LLri^r",i
wu^'lheobject^'Dr01 I
with the United^ta£s?'< M,° "umon °' ««"».

tl,a clr(;ulars and resolutions published
uulfloano^rtt&atUled a P^'P^et on the
uuiuuuioii #r Noriii America, which hum
ttte broad foundation* of our programme Von-
scions of the lively Interest you always taki In li e
emancipation ol our native country ! vou

efl<H t thfK*iIU4 toJearn w hat »'e propose to do to
eilut this desirable consummation.

Jj$£«7e^^
ing y^ou ufcome aari'1* n ' °>V° the 1,leaii,ire oftovit-
iiijf you to coino aid encourage, with vour maniv

1U ,he llilrd monthly
meeting oitthe lull Uecember next, l r, us 11 w to

'»s,*oTa rssLr* lus,nKuV"
i lie AnicncHQ ptjuple, wh# arc rested from thr»ir

KlKautic hinw wiili' aeceaiiui.^ a^to rl
f^rf.e' a. !e l"'1'11 *'here it had been lert tneir hi*-

i mission continental reconstruction. The?
need torelies to UghMjjQ their way Into the mimr rue

not forming pare* as vet of theKmwm ?oS SS
eloquently supply that neeiL
Now, a paragrapn about our own attoriatloii ti.a

founders ol the Canadian Union WubsVid o thi.V.
K'TS "Annexation i, a process, j^lo^isa ^ult"">
1/1 tlJC CyCS of WKlIiy people SlUfluXiitiun iirinliriu tha

absolute absorption or the weaker Canid^ bv ne
stronger, .he United States carried om ibnurt
some kind or violence-an Idea that wounds o^
national pride. Let us, tlion. adopt the eoiiriiiiitm«»
titles or Union and Unionist. Uwili i ?
Pie understand the better that by t "rowlna alm«"
colonial thraldom they May enter tbe AmeK
I nion on an equal footing witn the other sti^i ^V
not as a conquered people.

ner MdU rt llul

Please accept my patriotic greetings.
Secretary or l lie Cauadtau°Umon vorl.
fro UaoAowAY, St. Charles Hotel.

lo,lw'

LETTER OK THE UON. LOUIS JOSEPH PAPINHAU ON
TUE POLITICAL CONSTITUTION OF CANADA

in answer to an invitation of Professor (icorge
Batclielor, secretary of the -Club Unloniste Cana-
dien de Sew York," the Hon. L. i. Papinean, r«r
tony years me popular leader or Lower Canada,
has written the following important letter, trans-

the original, in French, expressly tor the

Gentlemen of the S^tovll|.f!ft t

N>aav'd lWU" ,UI mv Ueurt dear c< umamotsT>r
£,®w 1 oik, voluntary exiles, because the could n t
endure the shames and injustice which tin* for'itm

ZTuZ XS"
'saasr %

passionate love for human dlgnny .nd "eedom SS
K'is.r.r.r s
a. ^£e m^Ii °f October last tou nssemblnd in Ma
sonic Hall lor t« osteal, legluiiiate. virtuous mam- '
lenUUona.that ol your veneration lor tennis inri
hat of your devotion .'or your <'0.ini":*for LnS?-
.i m! n'""e' ",u" an,,"H all, er Columbos and

Vi a
,"e '**1 "lemm lor sweeping away rrom

the America1' < ontlu. . (dental va' salagc. U

lijMU me again for ilie celebration or mis iriorious

SSbSSSIitZ"' oarry tuZT/fSS
l-uionacinhfiy\W !."2"Kh,t t0 c,lftbllsh a Canadian

I iiioii oiuo hi New lork. | :is^(»ciate vuvself with
,von and all otners who shall opcnlv protest airalimt
the degraded position made us' by the British Far
uaineni. it has becerne a portion or the public Uw

European ( ontinent.iuorali/.ea by the enlight¬
enmen t and i tic political philnsopby i.r tiie nine¬
teenth century that men llvmjr in soc'iJ
have inalienable rights inherent to fhon
autonomy, and that the latter cannot be

a K-rod WitPout their consent freely exorcised Two
| despotisms more brutal than Hie others that «r

Prussia aud that of itrltlsh toryum. have alont i n

mat nod ,iran«ers i. these orlncip^s of instiee"
the 1110,1 ul Holsteln and of

I. tit sh continental America, redpeciivelv mm .

IS^'r r'u,1,s i,uU w,th0Ul «ouis . havliiK
nothing io m.j concerning the disposition wuw-ii
their absolute masters might make ot tliein Hp

.o ,
' u;sf> two °dlous exceptions, no changes in the

rnl!^ i (i"Si t,r. <1IOI,""loas iu Lurope have been
considered moral, legitimate and obligatory ^unless
ratified t»ythe interested parties m convent loin or

constituent assemblies elected for that purpose or bv
plcbiBci ums. Metory can ask ror tnese changes

''^.yP'oraaey acquiesce in them, alone «ati mli-
io .h

^uiriage moralize and make them valid That
is the divine right or the nineteenth century, divine
since it is just and is derived from the free choice ..r
men to whom reason and conscience huve been

I given to conduce litem to hapjrfness.
The confederation 01 me i*rir.isa province* mis

passed when, Tor the last tune I liope and believe,
unsold foiyish aristocracy was dominant. It was
passed Willi criminal designs, with a view to con¬
tinue the languishing ancient colonial system; that
is in Hay, multiplicity of places, sinecures and pen¬
sions for the minions ol the nobility, and in favor of
commercial monopoly, fer the maintenance and ex¬
tension ot winch England has made all her wars
aaU shed, by Its armies, but much more by its sub¬
sidies. more human blood since two centuries thau
all uttier causes or pretexts ol h ar have ever done,
it was passed principally with another object, tho
most culpable of all.that of scttlug a lew thousands
of weak colonists, spread over spaces too /astto be
defended on anv single point against (he innumera¬
ble battalions of the most powerful nation of mod¬
ern tunes, the most assured of an untratn-
meled future, the most progressive among all
the Powers of the earth. Fear and wrath
are bad counsellors. Suen are the ignoble
passions which have deranged the brains ol the pro¬
moters of that bellicose Confederation. To preserve
It until a tflfflculiy with Hie United Stales should
occur they vole minions for the establishment ol an
iutcr-colonlal railway. It is true, they confess, that
lor illty years aim more it will not nay expenses;
but no matter; it would enable Eugland to send a
limited number or troops in winter from Halllax,
provided an avalanche of Yankee soldiers would not
gobble them 011 their way toijuebe .. still other mil¬
lions are more loollshiy spent in fortifications to
shelter the defenders ot the country. What could a
small army, such as could be raised here, do against
those whocould raise in a short time, arrneu aud
disciplined, twelve hundred thousand combatants. <

In case ol war the Canadian Carnot, without the
genius or the patriotism of lus prototype, will
organize victory to defend with his five hundred
thousand militiamen, in the plains of Canada,
the interests of his dear old England.
It was lor having vocllerated such an
atrocious impertiuence that he was found
worthy of climbing the footsteps of the august,
hierarchy of British baroueto or knights, 1 do not
know which. Such were lue means of making a
lortune 1 have ween succeed for long years ot a pain¬
ful political life, during which Downing street and
their ofllciul valets in Canada soli the annals of the
country as they are to-day soiled by the Ministers of
the British North American confederation.
Everything has turned for the better In England

and all lor the worse In her dependencies on this
continent 'mere toryism lias keen driven away
Irom power; here it is more and more domineering,
insolent, corrupting, plundering, costly, dissipating,
without morals or sell -respect. Here also It Is about
tumbling down. The Gladstone administration
must conceive nothing but contempt against mar¬
plots and bullies who daily insult tue United States
through their hirelings ol the press, and by laws hos¬
tile to American interests provoking measures of
retaliation, already otlielall.y announced, aud which
would Instantaneously annihilate .ur commerce.
Our Ministers are so ignorant ol whut is transpir¬

ing outside of their conclave*, that the.v seem to be¬
lieve in the continuation of the colonial system, suou
as it was when they entered pnbllo life. In iheir
turn they have become, as in lormer times, ihe
wicked old men of our Senate. The system tliey
endorse Is repudiated by England. Sue does not de¬
sire any more to keep colonies, and, less than any
other, American colonies, i lie preservation of which
is too precarious and costly. They are :old so every
day, bin they seem listless aud denf. The colonics
01 Australia and New Caledonia lire much more
valuable for England. Their rich gold mines, the
extreme mildness of their eilmaie, the exuberant
fertility of i heir soil, attract thither the surplus of
JUntia|j population xn u tvnioid proportion greater

than to Canada, and emigrants them become rich In
one-tenth the time ueccHsary to acq in re a Utile
wealth m our severe oilmen. They become more
useful consumers or Kngllsh industrial products,
anil, In spite of all tncse advantages, England telly
them: We do not want vou any further as colonists.

In forming your Union Club, having for 1(8 special
object to bring aiiout an soon as possible the union
or Canada witn the United States, you cannot fail to
second the elevated and judicious views of the
statesmen who now govern England, ir arnonir the
Hellish rnlera who form the catmint of Ottowa there
was the shadow of a true statesman, having at Heart
the public welfare, of high Intelligence, or amoral
and powerful authority, acquired by a long public
life entirely upright, what nuinbct less advantages
he would procure for Canada I
You truly said that all the countries bordering

upon the territory of the central nation of America
are manifestly destined to enter its vast aud pros¬
perous orbit. The time has come tor a new order of
things. We are going to oe associated at last to
tho grandeur acquired by ami promised to
the model nation, (ho Institutions of which assure
to all those who may adopt them liberty, peace,
order, education and the virtues flawing from them;
protection accorded t* all religious denominations
l»y public toleration and the separation of Church
und .state, love of labor, contempt lor Idleness, and
gcueral welfare and contentment, better than It has
ever been accomplished at any time before and by
any other nation.

I«t us repeat unceasingly that after the happy re¬
alization or our heartfelt aspirations Tor annexation
to the American confederation, which cannot have
sublets, but onlv citizen-brothers, more than nine-
tenths of the lollflcatious fall, rrom the shores of the
Newfoundland lo the Pacific; that their murderous
walls may be converted Into beneficial schools, aud
their destructive soldiers Into inddHtrlous producers;
that the legion of custom house ottlcers ami smug¬
glers equally Injurious to tho Interests of honest
trade are dispensed with and better employed in tho
holds and mau factories.

Let us state that, between Montreal and Kingston,
titer# are more water powers than in all the New
England States; thai ottr water powers are rendered
useless because wo are colonist* who are not allow¬
ed ty compete with English producers; that the
liritlsh capitalists have gone 10 the United States
instead of Canada, because the superiority of Amer¬
ican Institutions guarantees profitable remuneration
for investments, and that the inferiority and lustiv-
bllity of our Institutions, so frequently altered with¬
out our consent, inspire distrust and do nut afford
the same security to European capitalists.
The free exchange of products between Baffin

Hay and the (lull of Mexico, between the Western
and Eastern extremity of the North American Conti¬
nent, expels all danger of war; creates every day
new riches, and for their rapid and economical dis¬
tribution covers all those immense regions with au
uninterrupted network of canals aud railroads; that
those Innumerable advantages aud a thousand
others are interdicted to us n.v our Reparation; that
they would spring up and multiply through annex¬
ation. Oh, what a fruitful mai rlage it would be! May
Cod grant It to us I
With esteem, your associate,

L. J. I'APINEAT1.
To Prof. Okorok Batch R1.0R, Secretary Canadian

Union Club of New York.

SAVIOURS OLDER THAN CHRIST.
A Christmas Review of Christianity and a Su¬

perb Solo.Rich, Rare and Racy Remi¬
niscences of Religion.Discourse

by Rev. 0. B. Frothingham.

Lyric Hall Ik densely crowded on each Sunday or
the seasou to listen to tne eloquent sermon of the
favorite interpreter of Jesus of Nazareth who
preached to the poor. 2'reachlng without notes,
logical, .rlglnal, aud at times startling.an sublime
truths otteu are.this divine attracts to the foot of
his rostrum the intellectual and liberal classes of
tie people. Each week he presents In new gar-
nients and In faultless symmetry of form some old
and well-known truth. With a spice of faith he
mixes anclcnt mysteries and modern scientific dls-
coverles, and evolves from them living, breathing
tenets, only the more fascinating from the elegance
of his delivery and the beauty of hi* diction. Yes¬
terday the throng was dense in the large hull, and
every chair was brought into service in the room

adjoining.
THK MUSIC.

The services begun with the Gloria from Farmer's
Mass, aud before the benediction Miss Giblm, the
beautiful and thoroughly trained soprano, of whom
the congregation Is so proud, sang the selo from
Handel's Messiah, " Come Unto Hiui." At the con¬
clusion of this pleee there was an almost irresistlblo
tendency among the hearers to applaud. The hymn,
"Lowth," from Greaunex's collection, was given by
the lull quartette (Mrs. Gardner, Mus Glbbs, Mr.
Hawes and Mr. Clapp), and a seceud solo was sung
by Mies tilbbs.the "Christmas Morn," by Gounod.

Mr. Frothingham began ills sermon without a
text, anu reviewed religion and science from the
"reign of Ahramunes'' to the coining of J»hn Tyn-
daJi. He said:.When the man of the world, wea¬
ned by trie ceaseless battle aud the many wrongs
und crimes of Uic, returns to view the coi where he
was born, aud beholds, perhaps,

TIIK I.ITTI.K BED
in which he lay as an innocent child, he feels the
same sentiment/ of sorrow which christians should
experieuce on Christmas Day. When the memory
of Galltee cotues to us in the midst *f our present
life we should all feel something of dissatisfaction
ui the course Christianity has pursued, and regret
the lost, innocence ami purity or its character.
Christianity went forth iu Hie world and found a
home, 'lo the immediate followers of Christ

HKAVKN WAS SO I.ARUE
that its doors were open for all the human race to
enter, and a simple latth saw all the children lonn-
lug an inner circle about ihe Great Father. Chris¬
tianity since those early days of hope and joy has
become wearied and laded and old through us cen¬
turies of war and trial. To-day one-Halt the Chris¬
tian world bows before the holiness «>r God and the

i other half before the holiness or I'lo Nona Chris¬
tianity no longer dwells in the stable, no longer
finds its supreme type in the purity aud joy of the
little one. it wanders in distant lands, carrying
new idols to the idolater-, and only less idols tliau
those it replaces. The Christian Church is rich and

| powerful now: it worships in magnificent cathedrals
and is followed b.v a magniiit cnt Uain singing grand

i psanns. Christianity does not in eur time breathe
much or the manger. That humble place is almost
forgotten. One searches for religion in our day at
the hands of Hie doctors, aud does not search his
own soul to liud tlere the sample child ami

THK «KAN1> FAITH.
We carry Christianity to the Eastern World and tell
t hem the story »r our religion as new. All I my
irlends, centuries since, when men followed Zoroas-

i ter in the Kast: when with mighty thought they con¬
quered laws the existence ot which we have just
learnt*! to acknowledge; when Persia, with marvel¬
lously complete philosophies aud sciences, was iu
the broad light of noon the Hebrews were shrouded
in the

- DARKNESS OP MWKIGHT.
Christianity dm not give birth to the idea of the
unity or cod. Tnat idea was born from ihe lie-
brews, and the Hebrews had struggled for centuries
In their efforts to cope with and believe In this doc¬
trine which had prevailed among a yet more East¬
ern people from an unknown and very remote an-
tlqnity. The immortality of the soul is not alone
a Christian tenet, it was taught by count¬
less millions "wnen the Jews were an ignorant
and vagabond race wandering over the earth, rais¬
ing their hand against every man, and every man
raising his head against them." Our Man of sorrow
was not the ouly one. l.ong befo:e His birth the
Incarnate deities born In heaven, who came
to dwell with man on earth, in sorrow and iu pov¬
erty.had become a multitude in the Orieut. To-day
we sometimes lose sight of the fact that one hun¬
dred and seventy millions «f people believe in re¬
gard to Buddha what we believe in regard to

OUK CIIUIST.
They relate as many miracles: they repeat the

same pure sweet truths. They tell or a God who
came to tliein, not from the manger, hut from the
glory of heaven a king to put o~n the garb of the
lowest caste of the most wretched order of people,
less than the Pariah.a Cod who relinquished his
throne iu

THK KIMiOOM OP TUB 1MMORTAI.
to come among them in their poverty and to share
their tears and agony. The millions of India tell
us ot many gods who came among them leaching
immortality, self-sacritlce and love towards one
another. China points us to Cenfucius, whom
millions praise as «ue anterior to Christ, who
taught our living faith. A million volumes ami a
thousand tablets in the Celestial empire attest his
virtues and celebrate his fane. For uuloid ages
dead millions have welcomed gods ameiig men, but
In Jesus or Nazareth we behold the supreme incar¬
nation.the Man or Horiow and the Itodeeiuer of
the race.

OBXXUARY.

Fanny Stockton.
The death of this popular lyric actress, the an¬

nouncement of wliiclU* made tills morning, will he
a matter 01 snrprtee to the public, which lmd heard

nothing of her Illness. Mls.s BtocKton, or rather
Mrs. Smith, was born in Tivoll,.<>» ihe Hudson, ami
was at the time of her death silli a young woman.
At an early age she gave evidences of musical
talents, which were carefully cultivated, and when
she had reached the age ol 'eighteen she made tier
doom in the concert room. Her receptlou was not
as favorable as was expected and desired, and she
thoreiore withdrew from the public and reapplied
herseil to the cultivation of her voice, on re¬
appearing on the siaure she gained a decided
triumph, her vocal powers havtng been fully
developed. From that rune she met with success
wherever she went. Arter travelling through the
country with concert troupes she decided ou
going upon the stage as a lyric artut. Her first
appearance was at the Olympic theatre in this city,
where she played the part ol oberon In "A Midsum¬
mer Night's Dream." Shortly after she accepted an
engagement at N I bit's, where she appeared as the
r'alry Queen in the "White Fawn." Subsequently
Miss Ht.ocKfon went to Chicago, where, at the Opera
House in that city, she played during the season,
and after leaving there went with Mr. Hens' com
IMII.V to Pluwuciyliiu, ajjpwum lit thy C'hCttUUt

street theatre. Her Ian Mijriigement, we think,
wii» wit n the Parepa-Kosu jsnglwh opera troupe. In
August, I860, Mim Stockton was married la Phila¬
delphia to a Mr. Smith, a private eitlzen. Ah an
actress sfce was very popular, una herdeutli will i»o
mourned by all theatregoer* as a loss to the the¬
atrical profession.

BERGH ON THE "HIT BU1.V
Patrick Crowley, the a-rent on Htaton Inland of the

American Hoclcty tor the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animation Friday, the 16th instant, arrested T. Cut-
tinghaiue, coachtnan of Mr. 1). W. t.owe. for having
two severe "bit burn" on his horses; un<i the par¬
ties teeing taken before Justice Corbet rite principal,
Mr. Lowe, was flued ton dollars, the Judge adding
thereto u severe rebuke fer the cruelty of the act,
and at the same time announcing his intention to
severely punish all persons fouiul otteudiug in like
manner.

THE WEATHER IN WEST VIRCINIA.
Staunton, Va., Dec. 28, 1870.

The weather in West Virginia and lite valley of
Virginia Jb Intensely cold, the coldest experienced
for many years. Mercury touched r.cto here at days
break. At Lexington it was twentj-lour deaveer
below freezing point. At Grecnbne tV'Ult* Hnlpha*
Sp.ings, W. Va., it was forty degrees below frociitiK
point, and ice us uix inches ttol .

METEOEOLOQICAi^RECOHD.
Hnndny! Dei". .1 ltS-5 P. ill.

War dki'abi'Mkmt, i
KlOK&L .Sehvick, Unitko tM'U'KH A It.MY. )

Pint* m
trtlitm.

Cheyenne
Omaha
St. l'aut
Uululti
St. LoiiIh
New Orleans..
Milwaukee
Cnieago
Mobile
fiuMhrille
Cincinnati
Toledo
Detroit
Cleveland
l.akeClly, Kla.
Augusta, On...
I'lttHburu
hiitl'alo
Kochegter, N.V
Oswego, N. V
Washington,. .

New York
Boalou

Stnt' of (he
Wtailu r.

Clear.
Clear.
Clear.
Clear.
Clear.
Kmr
Clear.
Cloudy.
Clear.
Cloudy.
Cloudy.Cloudy.
Cloudy.
Cloudy.
Clear.
Clear.
Snow.
snow.
<'loudy.
.Snow.
Fair.
Clear.
Clear.

Barometer corrected for elevation and tempera¬
ture.

SHIPPING NEWS.
Almanac for New York.Tliln liny.

Sunrises 7 SM Moon snts eve 0 27
Sun sets 4 89 i High water. ..eve 11 54

OCEAN STEAMERS.
PATH OF DEPARTURES FROM NEW YORK FOR TUB

MONTHS 09 DECmiB AND JANUARY.
SI i a ut <t . | Snib OtttitmUvn. Offirf.

City of < 'ork
Nevadv
Tyrlan
Caledonia
City of Brook'n
Pennsylvania...
llansa
Colorado
City of Brunei*
Audita
Wisconsin

Dec 27.
De« 28 ...

Dec 2S....
Dec 31....
Dec 81.,..
Dee 81....
I)ce 81....
Jan 4....
Jan 7....
Jan 7....
Jan 11....

Liverpool U6 Broadway.
Liverpool 139 Broaflwav.
Glasgow 7 Bowling Green
Glasgow |7 llowllng Green
Liverpool 15 Broadway.
Liverpool |S9 Broadway.
Bremen
Liverpool
Liverpool
Glasgow..
Liverpool

68 Broad street.
29 Broadway.
15 Broadway.
7 Bowling Green
29 Broadway.

PORT OF NEW YORK, DECEMBER 25. 1870.

ARRIVALS.
KEPORTBD BY TJIB HERALD STEAM YACHTS.
Steamship George Washington, Oncer, New Orleans Dec

17, wltli mdse and passengers, to 11 B Cromwell A Co. Kid
and 24tb ezpenenced a vioT?nt gale from N to NW, wltli In-
tensely cold weather, causing the shio to ice np very much.
24th, olT Townsend's Inlet, saw a steamship ashore, and
shortly after saw a wrecking sleamer going to her assist¬
ance oo doubt the Aries).
Steamship Crescent City, Norton, New Orleans Dec 17,with mdse and passengers, to Frederic Baker.
Steamship Georgia, Crowell, Charleston, with mdse and

pussengera, to Henry K Morgan A Co.
Steamship John Gibson, Winters. Georgetown, DC, 4i

hours, with mdse, to U B Merrick. Dec 24, off Cedar Island.
Va, saw a sebooncr ashore, with sails loose, and appeared to
have just gone on ; saw two men on deck went as close to
her as safety would permit and blew tlie whistle to attract
their attention, but the persons on ho.ird made no answer¬
ing signals ; the vessel was paints I Black, with wliite quar¬
ter rail.

Steamship Fan it a, Doane, Philadelphia, with mdse, to J
Lor ¦ Hard.
Steamship Millville, Renear, Millville, NJ, with mdse. to

Whiteliouse A Tatem.
Brig Annie Jane (Br). Mtillchaey. St Johns. NK, 29 days,

with flsh, to Bowring Brothers. Ilatl heavy westerly cities
the whole passage, l'ec 18. lat M'< 27, Ion 82. passed brig
Sharon, with foretopsall and topgallant yards gone, water¬
logged and abandoned.
Schr Mary E Curtis, Craft. Virginia.
Sclir Jcnule Hall, Bailey, Virginia.
Hcbr Wm Henry, Van Name, Virginia.
8 hr Oarrett I* Wright, Cropper. Virginia.
Schr Miranda, Hardy, Virginia fur New Haven.
Schr Daniel Holmes. Burr, Baltimore.
Sthr 8 W Bunnell, Bunnell, Baltimore for Bridgeport.
Sclir Wm A Crocker, Baxter, Philadelphia tor Boston.

Panned Through Hell liair.
BOl'ND SOUTH.

Steamship Acusbnet, Rector, New Bedford for New York,
with mdse and passengers, to Ferguxou Wood.

Sclir Maria C Frye (new). Frost, Calais for New \ nrk. 1.1
days, with lumber to Gorliam A Williams vessel to Jed
Frvo A Co.
.Subr M E Bartlett, Chase, New Haven for New York.
Schr Thos Wlnauts, Crawford, New Haven for Norfolk.
Sclir Sarah M Simmons, Gundy, New llaven fur Balti¬

more.
Schr Phebc Elizabeth, Hill, New Haven for Elizabetbport.

BOUND EAST,
Bark Ella, Lewis, New York for Portland.
Schr Emeline Haiglit, Avery, Newcastle, Del, fer Ports-

month.
Schr Sea Nymph, Connolly, Port Johnson for Providence.
Schr Geo Twlbill, Herring. Port Johnson for New Huvei).
Schr Silver Bell, Bayley, Port Johnson lor Boston.
Sclir Lucy K Cogswell, Sweet, Port Johnson for Boston.
Schr Alice Oakes. M arson, Port Johnson for Boston.
Sclir Ann Elizabeth, Geichell. Port Johnson for Boston.
Sebr Sarah Jane, Fordbam, Ellzaliethport lor New Haven.
Schr tiattie M llowes, ltuwes, Eli/.uuethport for Provi¬

dence.
sohr Angler. Bessee. Hoboken for Warobam.
Hclir Franklin D Nelson, keene, New York for New Lon¬

don.
Si hr Exeter, Pendleton, New York for Boston.

BELOW.
Schr Condova. from Savannah (by pilot boat E/.ra Nye,

No j).

SAILED.
Ship Cynrlc, for London; barit Ida, do; brig Euwanrc,

New Orleans.
Wind at sunset NW.

" Shipping Mnt.CN.
It l» pretty generally known that for some lime dhhI the

eitensivc submarine ledge of rocks on either side of tiover-
nor's Inland known as Diamond Reel', which constitutes a

most formidable and dangerous obstruction to the naviga¬
tion of the East river at low title, and even under the most
favorable circumstance* a serious annoyance to tbe pilots of
the port, is now being worked upon with a view of Its re-

moval. It Is a task of great magnitude, but It is being con¬

ducted under vuch excellent supervision, and was only started
upon after many experiments, so that those acquainted with
the elaborate machinery In position and the mode of its
working ate bold to proclaim tbat in time complete success

will attend tbe ellort. The general government ant the
State authorities have at Intervals made various surveys and

proposed many plans to accomplish the removal of the reef,
but nothing ready definite was done until tbe inauguration
of the present plan of attack. Uen John Nnwton, at the
head of tbe United States Engineer corps, in charge of our

harbor improvement*, had long fell very anxious to eiTect a

needn't remedy In this particular, and thus experimented on

a large number of ulans. At last several experiments were

tried with a number of explosive materials at the Hallett's
l'olnt Reef excavation, to determine whi h was the best

adapted for submarine and other blasting purposes. It was

determined by the result that nltro-glyctrlne, used In a new

and Improved form, was the most efficacious, besides being
the most economical suustance discovered. It was then re¬

solved to lest the matter on sn extensive scale, and arrange-

| mentf were made to operate on Diamond Keef. To do this
many and seemingly almost lustirioouuta'ile obstacles were

In tbe way, but den Newton has overcome them, setting
aside ail tbe difficulties that have hitherto been in tbe way
of submarine rock-drilling from a floating surface above.
Tne oUJ-l oking, square, box-like structure seen o!T Hover-
nor's Islanl by all pasa"ngers on the lower terries Is the
result of (len Mewton's inventive genius. To use a coder
¦lam or caisson, the only available method previously
known, waa made impossible on account of tbe tides, which
would wreck any.hing of that nature placed there. The mud¬

dy water prevented the operations of divers, snd all other ex¬

periments failed completely. Finally the present machine
was Invented, and it is absolutely new tn every respect, set¬

tling in its well-tried work many points that before were

open to criticism. It can be seen about a quarter of a mile
from tbe Mattery, where It has been moored some six

weeks. It Is a large scow, Mil feet long by 50 feel wide,
strongly built sn<i provided wl.h overhanging guards, steam

macnln"ry, Ac. Then- are four tialeut capstans, four an¬

chors of large sl/.e, heavy chain cables and huge hawsers,
which maintain It in the exact position required on the reef.
In the centre of this scow Is an Iron dome, 3l feet in diame¬
ter and weighing 70 tons. This Is sunk lu the wstcr, resting
npon legs, which are movable and adjusted by the diver, so

that It stand* evenly on tbe rock, suiting the tide and motion
of the icow. When sunk the surface water botls with an

angry hiss over It, but beneath the current, although strong,
move* quite steadily. Over the well-hole ol the dome are

two movable bridge*, which enable it to be raised or low¬
ered as dcslrcl by lour large derricks at either end of the

.cow. lu cvwiU'Kliiig this machine It w«t« lirnl ni/uariiit

that nomethlug mint b« made that wool I work or stand la
any current, however strong. Tbla led to ttie Invention of
the dome, after much experimenting and It ha* fully real¬
ized the expectations ol Gen Newton. Next there was re¬

quired a foundation for tbla, that It could be properly
worked, which led to the building of the scow, and as the
position In which it was to be anciiored was one of the most
luposed in the harbor, lying In the track of thousands oi
steam vessels, both large and small, it was necessary that it
should be of such strength bat no ordinary collision could
njnre It. Since it has been In Its place many stupid pilots
nr captains have caused their vessels to oolliile with It; but it

is pleasant to record that tbev have invariably gut the worst
of the bargain, and nothing can run It down but a first class
steamship, and then it would have to be struck directly
amidships. After the scow was so constructed that It coulil
resist all collisions the next problem was the working of tbo
dome, which was accomplished by the bridges and derricks.
Then to bold the scow In position was the next difficulty, and
that was satisfactorily adjusted as above explained. In po-
hiilou on tbo scow are steam drills, which are iastened at
desired points where the rock is to he pierced. Attached to
these are pairs of jaws, sinker bars and cable clutches, simi¬
lar tt those In use at the oil regions. Each drill has an en¬

gine This portion of tb« work presented difficulties, as dlu
the others. There w.is the placing of the drliliug engines on
(I. .1. (.1 it they might work whatever the nature of ths weo-
ti. !, aud so successfully has this problem been solved that
the drilling hss continued during ail the late heavy north¬
west blow, and at limes s i sevoro were these gains thai the
guards of (Jen Newton's steamboat rolled under w.uer wblio
alongside or near the scow. There were also overcome tho
difficulties of working Hit. tni'lnes evenly In the rise and fall
of the tides, the turning ot the drill with ths angina and tho
proper psxiu* out or feeding of the drills. The maebme, a*
It Ftands, Is a rare spoeimnn oi inventive skill an#
col achievement-, but, alter a.'l ttui vurHr avwr beln done l»
but little morn than experimenting. There Isavasidcul to
he done bet ore Diutnond Keef is removed ; for, be it remom-
bered, it possesses an area of over 3U00 square feet. There
were out three drl.ls in use for the first few days, but others
have been added, and nine are now in operation. Diver*
descend an i direct the motiou of the piercer, and the natu¬
ral agitation of the water keeps the hole clear of fragments.
1'iitil the leu shall drive them from their position the worn
will go on, to bs commence! a^aiu at the Urst opp irtunity
In early soring. Meanwlihe ilea Newton will have built a

larger machine than l*ie one now In position, and all the es¬
sential details of Its construction will be the sum: as tbo
present, yut it will contain many little Improvements sug-
yeKied by the experience already gone through with. The
work wdl then begin iu earnest, with a fair hope of a speedy
and favorable ending. There has already been one explo¬
sion of the nitroglycerin > charges, of about 140 pounds.
They were inserted by a two-ply India-rubber pipe, two and

a half inches in diameter and seven feet long. This explo¬
sion broke up a square of rock from 80 to S5 feet, while it
cracked, seamed and raised that about it. There will shortly
lie another explosion of nn Increased amount of nitroglyce¬
rine. The charges will be of 30 pounds each.27'.) pounds
altogether.and envsloped as before. The nine holes are
each U feet 4 Inches In diameter, and the blast Is tightly se¬

cured, but not tamped. These charges will be exploded by
the electric spark. One thousand feet of copper wire, heav¬
ily coated with gutU peroba, will lead from a powerful
bevden jar battery to the charges, the eud of each wire con¬

necting with a fulminating pod or cap, which discharges the
blast. It is laid the ignition will be commtinlcal.d from a
distance of 840 feet, and will be simultaneous in cach wire.
The whole reef will be gone over with before the work of
dredging Is commenced, and until the latter is in progress
the story cannot lie proper.y told ; but there is no doubt of
the present working being a complete success, so much so

that what It has heretofore cost the general government $6!)
per cubic yard to accomplish, Hen Newton, with luu new
machine and explosive material, will do for .$20 per cublo
yard. This is a bold statement, but, nevertheless, it Is true,
and it is believed the time has arrived that the blasting and
removing of rock under water has been divested of all its
chicanery.that is, where there is a reasonable amount ol
work to do and a moderate wave only to contend with, alike
to or even worse than that In our harbor during the stormiest
days. Hitherto many attempts have been made to blast

| rocks In this vicinity that proved an impediment to navlga-
i nun, but it has been futile, as tbe tops only were taken off.

Not so with the work at Dlaiuoud Reef. It Is to be broken up
and removed, aud when, In the spring, the new and Im¬
proved dredger shall bavs commenced its W3rk, it is to be
hoped tliui Uen Newton's nii«t sanguine expectations will
be realized, and that danueroas ledge of rock no longer
exist as au obstruction to the harbor of New York. This
accomplished, he will have earned tbe lasting gratitude of
the commercial world.

Marine IliaaMtem.
Steamship Arikr, from Boston for Philadelphia, whlcft

went asliore on Hereford Ha.r Inst, win k"' "U on tbe
26th by the Coast Wrecking Company's steamer Relief, and
proceeded to Philadelphia.

Bull} Siiabon (Br), from New York for Constantinople,
win run Into bv an unknown vessel on tbe night or the 15th
of Decern her, 70 miles E 8K of Sandy Hook. The captain
and crew were saved by the M-hooner Charles F H< yer from
Portland, which arrived at Savannah to-diiv (36tn). The
tirigsunk with her decks under water and was lull in that
tondition.
Rriu Anna D ToitstY, from Pensacola for Boston, was at

anchor In I'rovlnoetowu harbor 25tb lust, with ions of sails
and deckload.
S<'UK Nei.i.ie F Botioess (of Belport*, loading fish scraps

at Wells' Factory, Shelter Island, went ashore twice during
the galea of week before lust.
Sloop Tfmpkbance. Maues, from klizabethport for New

Haven, while passing through Hell data AM iOtli lost with a

very light wind, atrtv.k on Hi uj Rook an<i drifted Into I'ot
cove; was towed Into HiiilOit's Cove and beaobed, leaking
badly.
Capk May, Dcc 25.The steamer Erie, from I'hiladelphla

for Boston, Is ashore on Hereford Bur.
London, Dec26-The biirk Panther was spoken on the

17th Inst, and reported loss of deckload anil her captain dis¬
abled.
Ship Norval, or (ireeuock, from Montreal, is ashore In

OI>an Hay. Scotland, and is breaking up.
Ship Baltic, from (Juebeo for Oporto, Is ashore at Malh.v

.Inbos ?). The crew wcro saved; tbe cargo may he.
S'.lp Koenlngan Kllzabeth, fro;n Belfast, Ire, lor St John,

put Inio Tert'slra leaky, mid was condemned.
Hark Carrie Wright (Br). Morgan, from New York for

Hull, pot into the Suilly inlands, ol) southeast coast of hug-
la .id, with bows stove and lias of bowsprit, having been In
collision with a vessel, the name of which la not reported.

ATI* -rilaueou*
The ship yards at Port Jefferson have eight vessels on tbe

ways, ranging from uOil to 8l)j tons each.
Koreiarn forts.

Crur. Nov 9. In port bark Chasca, Crockett, for Boston
(before reported for New Vork).

l,il EEN8TOWN, Dec 24.Arrived, steamship City of Balti¬
more iBr), Delamotte. New Vork ( Doc ldi via ll aliiux (liith)
for Liverpool (anp proceeded

American Ports.
ALEXANDRIA, Dec 23.Sailed, scbr A Rnrtlelt, ProvW

dencp.
BOSTON. Dec 24. AM.Arrived, schrs T J Trofton, Talpev,

anil J Paine, Stevens, Philadelphia; Plight, Crowell, Ilobo-
ken. Signal for 1 ship and 2 iirlys.
Cleared.Steamships Wm Lawrence, Hallett, Baltimore

via Norfolk; Gtauous, Wiiiden, New fork; bark Dulveland
(Br), t; raves, Port Louis (Inio of France); brig Marlba, Cas-
snly, Mobile; schr A li Nlckcrson, Nlckerson, Philadelphia.
25th -Arrived, steamship vVra Lawrence, Halleu, Balti¬

more; sblp Euxlne (Br , Owens, Liverpool; bark Clilotilde,
Cienfuegos.

Below, at anehor In Provlncetown barbor. snip Wm Wood,
bnry, Herrlman, Calcutta ; bark Predonia < itr , Barker-
Payal brig Anna D Torry, Pensacola; schr C C Bearse,

1 HK?Dg1Ipo'rT, Dec 24.Arrive!, sehrs Belle, Simpson,
Hoboken ; £ Flower, do.

Sailed- Schrs Little David, Blair, Brooklyn ; Geo F Brown,
Cedney, Elizabethtiort ; Motto. 8ta(rord, New London.
C1IA RLESTON, Dec 25 Arrived, steamer South Carolina,

from New York.
. ,

Sailed Steamships Manhattan, for New York; J W hver-
man, Philadelphia; bark Evanel Randall. Liverpool ; schrs
W L Burroughs, Cork and a market ; J M Bromeli, Ferna-
tlina; Jesse Wilson, Georgetown, DC; J G Smith, Savannah;
Jhon Slusman, Wilmington, NC.
KDGARTOWN. Deo 21, AM -Sailed, scbr Laura Webb, for

^nV/kFOLK, Dec 22.Arrived, schrs W G Tuff, Skldmore;
Eva L Holmes, Cium, and Clara C Fryo, Cooper, New

YNEW LONDON, Dee. 24 Arrived, scbr* Caroline. Mill-
bridge for 8iew York P L Smitii, Bangor for do; Gentile,
Rockland lor do ; A Jameson, do for do; Light Boat, do for
do.
Sailed.Scbrs Pantheon, and Success, for New York.
PHILADELPHIA, Dec 24, AM.Arrived, scbr* Lottie,

Taylor, Boston; E G Irwin, Johnson, Providence.
s<AN PRaNCISCO. Dec 24 -Sailed, sblp Arte.aide Baker-

(Br>. Sutton, Liverpool.
25tn.Arrived, ship Ptidney Dawson (Br), Cole, Liverpool.
SAVANNAH, Eec 21 -Arrived, bark Rachel, Matanzas,

for orders.
. .. .

Cleared Bark Valentina (Sp>, Arrlbalzaga, Liverpool;
brig Morning Star, Grozler, Bremen.
24th.Arrived, steamship Sweden, from Glasgow.
Cleared. Steamships Huntsvllle, and San Jacinto. for

New Vork; Tonawanda. Tor Philadelphia; barks May no
Reid, Barcelona; Crescencla (Sp), Algerln, do; schrs W f
Cushinir, Cuba; Kenduskeag, Brunswick; Robert Caldwell,
BatiUa.
25th -Arrived, steamship Saragossa, from Baltimore ; scbr

Chas P Hevcr, Portland.
WILMINGTON, NC, Dec 2X.Arrived, brig Snsse* (Br),

B^1eared1"Schrs John Ferns, Field. New York; O B Mc-
«i ....A UaL'q.IoiiH Rufit.m .Tam Younif. Wilwoii. Havana.

n ISCKM.ANGODS.

VT COST. AT COST. AT COST
For Holiday Presents

*ml Housekeeping Purposes, until January 1, IH71.
The entire stock of the undersigned, comprising (he choic¬

est selections in Silver Plated Ware, Cutlery, Cooking Uten¬
sils and Home Furnishing Goods of all kinds.

China and Glassware.
Bronze Clock* and Ornaments of all kinds; Children's

Carriages, Sleighs; Club Skates and a host of other useful
and beautiful Articles.
The whole to be sold without reserve, at an

Immense Reduction in price,
which is marked in plain tignres oo each article.

EDWARD D. BAHSFORD.
Great Central Housekeepers' Emporium, cooper Institute,

corner Eighth street, Third and Fourth avenues.

A - TO THE LADIES.THE SKIN MADE WHITE
. Freckles. Pimples and Blotches removed, by a few ap

tilicailons of I)r. TOBIAS' Celebrated Venetian Llnainen
Price »0 cents. Sold by all tbe druggists.

ABSOLUTE DIVORCES LEGALLY OBTAINED IN
different States; desertion, Ac., sufficient cause. No

publicity. No charge until divorce obtained. Advice free.
M. HOUSE. Attorney. 180 Broadway,

A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR 25 CENTS..THE JAPAN-
cse Corn File is the most acceptable present to those

troubled with corns, being a sure cure. Sold at all druggist*,
shoe and notion stores. Samples mailed on receipt of price.
J. C, F. (To., 34 Pine street.

Hard wood boards and Spanish cedar
for Cigar Boxes,

and a large and magmiicent assortment uf
VENEERS,

compi islng everything In their line, both foreign and donxt
tic, to which they Invite the special attention oT all d«r.lera.-
Semt for catalogue aud price list.

GEO, W. READ A CO.,
,

'US. 170 and 172 Centre tlreel
l-iwlorv. £'.*1 Monroe street, ays M;idiaou street


